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Synopsis

This book provides a much-needed thematic and historical introduction to Hinduism, the religion of
the majority of people in India. Dr. Flood traces the development of Hindu traditions from ancient
origins and the major deities to the modern world. Hinduism as both a global religion and a form of
nationalism are discussed. Emphasis is given to the tantric traditions, which have been so
influential; to Hindu ritual, more fundamental than belief or doctrine; and to Dravidian influences. It

introduces some debates within contemporary scholarship.
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Customer Reviews

"This new introduction to Hinduism is distinguished by exceptionally useful chapter divisions, good
detail combined with ease of reading, and a particular focus on the integrated quality of the
evolution of Hindu thought....The book’s balance between scholarly detail and clear, readable
elucidation of issues is commendable....In all, this is a valuable contribution to the undergraduate
classroom. Libraries whose Hinduism holdings include other good introductions should,
nonetheless, acquire this one." Choice"Flood’s book is a very welcome newcomer, comprehensive,
detailed and judicious." Francis X. Clooney, S.J., Theological Studies"...is one of the best and most
informative intiations into Hinduism to date." Journal of Indo-European Studies"An Introduction to
Hinduism is a highly readable and authoritative conspectus on this great religion....An Introduction to
Hinduism will surely find a much wider audience, for scholars of comparative religion, Indologists,

and non-specialists in their distinctive ways will certainly find this handsome book well worth



reading." David Hicks, Asian Thought and Society

Providing a much-needed thematic and historical introduction to Hinduism, this text traces the
development of Hindu traditions from ancient origins and the major deities to the modern world.

Emphasis is given to the tantric traditions, Hindu ritual and Dravidian influences.

A very dense read, don’t expect to sit down and enjoy an easy read with this book. The information
in it, however, is very credible and precise, and the author does a good job of explaining all of the

concepts. Bought for a class, doing well in said class.

Great product

I’'m not a scholar, just someone who is interested in Hinduism and literature such as the
Mahabarata, the Bhagavad Gita, the Vedas.This is simply a wonderful book. It's clearly written and
answers basic questions in detail such as 'what is Hinduism’ and who were the Aryans and did they
enter India from Asia or were they a group within India who became a dominant influence on Indian

culture. It's very readable, really a pleasure to explore.

The book | was looking for. Flood has achieved a scholarly analysis of Hinduism’s roots,
development and dependence on ritual. To be fair, you should have some familiarity with Indian
history before reading this book; | recommend John Keay’s wonderful History of India for that
purpose (or if you just want to learn Indian history). | am a practicing Buddhist now studying Indian
history, and Flood’s depiction of the interdependence and antagonism between these Hinduism and
Buddhism is insightful.lt is essential for a practicing Buddhist to have a reasonable grasp of
Hinduism, since Buddhism evolved out of that faith. The theory of reincarnation is an important
aspect of Buddhism, one with which | have long been uncomfortable. The appeal of Buddhism is
that it does not require one to believe in some particular idea of what happens after death, because
it focuses on what is happening here and now. However, the 12 steps of co-dependent origination
are based on a never-ending cycle of death and rebirth, an idea that forms the keel of Hinduism.l
found An Introduction to Hindusim a fascinating read, so much so that | found myself staying up

past my bedtime to finish it.

Good product, for classes.



Hinduism has long been one of my favorite religions so yeah | am going to say it was a great book

and you guys should buy it.

thanks

This book is a useful tool for somebody who wants to read more on Hinduism. It smoothly takes one
to the very beginning of this religion and a way of life.
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